
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

    December 27, 2018 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick 

James Sintler 
 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Public Works Director: James Truelove 
 

Others present:  Laura Pankratz from Malta Trails and Crystal Lett 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 12:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that DEQ would be having a public 
hearing on February 5, 2019 in Helena to consider the proposed lower 
parameters of concentrations of Iron and Manganese in drinking water.  
Mayor Demarais stated if the parameters were set too low it would be bad 
for the City of Malta.  It is important that he go and testify against the 
changes.       

 

Councilperson Sintler moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Rummel.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson Wiederrick.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Rummel and Hicks presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve claim checks 25148 to 25170, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Mayor Demarais closed the regular meeting and opened the Public Hearing at 
12:05pm. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Mayor Demarais stated the reason for the public hearing was to receive public 
comment on the proposed Riverview Park Trail and grant submission by Malta 
Trails to obtain funding to build a handicap accessible walking trail.  Mayor 
Demarais called on Laura Pankratz from Malta Trails.  Ms. Pankratz explained that 
she had mailed out community letters requesting letters of support for the 
proposed walking trail.  Ms. Pankratz stated that she needed support letters 
specific to the project, no general letters.  Ms. Pankratz informed Council that 
one of the main concerns was having a maintenance agreement in place with 
the City.  Ms. Pankratz stated that it would be best to have a seasonal 
maintenance plan and to leave the trail snow covered during the winter so 
people could snowshoe on the trail.  Mayor Demarais asked how much it would 
cost the City.  Ms. Pankratz replied that the City’s match would be $13,336.00.  
Ms. Pankratz stated that all in-kind prep work that was done could be deducted 
from the $13,336.00 match. Rocky Mummy had stated that he would donate 



 

 

$7,500.00; Malta Trails would also donate funds to the match.  Adjacent 
landowner Crystal Lett asked about the area marked parking on South 5th 
Avenue West by her house because people have parked at the end of her 
street blocking access to the alley behind her property.  Mrs. Pankratz agreed 
that she would not label the area as parking. This was followed by much 
discussion about parking and how beneficial the walking trail would be for the 
City of Malta. 
 

With no questions or comments, Mayor Demarais closed the public hearing and 
reopened the regular meeting at 12:42pm. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. PWD Truelove reported that the City Crew had been flushing fire hydrants in the 
Hillcrest area.   

2. PWD Truelove passed around photos of the new pole barn at the landfill.  
3. PWD Truelove reported that Ezzie’s Lift Station was back online.   
4. PWD Truelove reported that he was still working at getting all of the parked 

vehicles off the streets.    
5. Clerk Bond presented Council with the current check register, the current water 

shut off list and the expenditures & revenues budget vs actual reports.    
6. Clerk Bond presented Council with the copies of the Old Airport Clean up DNRC 

grant draw #1 that contained invoice 3504726 for $2340.00 from NewFields.  
Clerk Bond reported that city would receive $2340.00 on December 28, 2018.  
Clerk Bond asked Council if it would be okay to pay the NewFields invoice after 
the funds were received. Council agreed that the invoice could be paid.  Mayor 
Demarais informed Council that Willy from NewFields hoped to have the project 
closed in February 2019.  

7. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had received a call from Falls 
Construction because HSG had not paid them their retainage yet. Mayor 
Demarais stated that there was nothing he could do it was all up to HSG. 

8. Mayor Demarais reported that it has been proposed to raise the annual state 
connection fee from $2.00 to $4.00.  Mayor Demarais stated that Rural Water is 
against the increase.    

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the committee appointments for 2019.   
1 Year Appointments:   

Zoning Administrator 

    John Demarais  
 Bear Paw Development Board 

    John Demarais 
 Judith River Foundation Board 

    David Rummel 
 Law Enforcement Board 

    William Hicks 
Phillips County Transit Board 

    James Sintler                                
 Trafton Park Arena Committee 



 

 

    Mark French, Randy Shores, Swede Uphaus, Cathy Gaines, Janni Wiese 
  Planning Board/Board of Adjustments 

    Alice Hofer, Bob Johnson, Malcolm Clouse 
  Phillips County Conservation Board 

    Gary Knudsen 
  Fire Chief 

    Greg Boos 
  Co-Assistant Fire Chiefs 

    Danny Paul Shores & Greg Zeigler 
  City Judge 
    Gayle Stahl 

2 Year Appointments:    
           Planning Board/Board of Adjustments 

   James Sintler 
   Sheila O’Brien   

After much discussion, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve all the 
appointment with the omission of Mark French from the Trafton Park Arena 
Committee and Malcolm Clouse from the Planning Board/Board of Adjustments, 
2nd by Councilperson Sintler. Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilperson Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion 
Carried.   

2. Mayor Demarais presented Council with a proposal from KLJ for the City of Malta 
to provide 10,000 gallons/day for the Hinsdale man camp.  Council asked PWD 
Truelove if this would be feasible and he replied yes.  Mayor Demarais state that 
this agreement would have the same terms as the last agreement.   After much 
discussion, Councilperson Rummel made a motion to move forward with the 
agreement to sell the additional water for the Hinsdale man camp, 2nd by 
Councilperson Hicks.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilperson 
Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye.  Motion Carried. 

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Councilperson Rummel asked why the City did not have automatic bill pay for 
the water bills.  Clerk Bond stated the she hopes to have something in place in 
the spring. 

2. Councilperson Wiederrick asked about the over flowing cardboard bins around 
town.  PWD Truelove stated that the MOI garbage truck they use to pick up the 
cardboard was out of service for a while and was back in service at this time. 

3. PWD Truelove stated that he had the old garage door removed from the 
cardboard building because it was a safety hazard and had a new one 
installed. 

 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 1:26pm.   
 
 

                _______________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer        
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