
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

     July 24, 2018 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick 

James Sintler 
 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Public Works Director: James Truelove 
 

Others present:  Janet Berg, Cheryl Moore and Mark Hebert from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. None  
 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson 
Rummel.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Rummel and Hicks presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve claim checks 24814 to 24830, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. PWD Truelove reported that after the last Council Meeting there had been a 
minor power outage which killed the power to the booster pump station.  
Because of this, no pumps were turned on during the night when the tank water 
levels were low.  The following morning it was discovered that the water tank 
levels were critically low.  A water restriction request was placed on the radio and 
Mayor Demarais had the Sheriff’s Office activate the reverse 911 system to 
spread the word.  PWD Truelove stated that he is in the process of making 
updates to the booster pump station to prevent this from happening again. 

2. PWD Truelove reported that there had been two water line digs at Murray Trailer 
Park and one water line dig on 1st Ave W.  PWD Truelove stated that they would 
be repairing a fire hydrant on 9th St. E. later in the week.   

3. PWD Truelove reported that he had received a call about a crushed sewer line 
at Blades and it would be dug up on Wednesday.  PWD Truelove stated that the 
warranty was up on the west side so the City would have to pay for the repairs.  
PWD Truelove reported that he would be looking into another crushed sewer line 
at 6th St E. 

4. Councilperson Hicks stated that the weeds were bad at Riverview Park.  PWD 
Truelove stated that he would have someone spray the area.  PWD Truelove 
reported that the breaker on the sprinkler system at Riverview Park kept tripping 
and he would have it replaced.  Councilperson Hicks stated that the sprinklers 
had turned on at 7:00pm.  PWD Truelove stated that he would check the timer 
settings on the sprinkler system. 



 

 

5. Councilperson Hicks stated that the sprinklers on the south side of St. Mary’s 
pump house were not working.  PWD Truelove responded that he would check it 
out.  

6. Councilperson Sintler reported that there was a stop sign on 6th St W that was 
faded and hard to read.  PWD Truelove responded that he would have it 
replaced.     

7. Clerk Bond presented the Council with the current check register and the June 
financials.  

8. Clerk Bond reported that the City audit was scheduled to take place on January 
14, 2019. 

9. Clerk Bond reported that she had discovered an error on the June 26, 2018 
minutes.  At the end of new business number three, the minutes stated, 
“Councilperson Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye. Motion Carried”.  Clerk Bond reported 
that the correct version should be “Councilperson Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye, 
Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried”.  Councilperson Wiederrick moved to 
approve the corrections to the June 26, 2018 minutes, 2nd by Councilperson 
Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Wiederrick 
Aye, Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried.   

10. Clerk Bond reported that 21 lawn letters were sent out.  
11. Park & Recreation Director Judd reported that 20 people had participated in the 

three Kayaking sessions.  Sixty kids had participated in the two junior golf camp 
sessions.  One hundred children had signed up for dance and tumbling classes. 
Six kids were participating in the skateboard lessons.  They had cancelled the 
summer yoga classes.  Three teams had participated in the men’s softball 
league.  Eight teams were participating in the co-ed softball league and the 
season would end with a tournament on August 14th.   

12. P&R Director Judd stated that the gophers were bad at the ballfields.  This was 
followed by much discussion about what could be done to eliminate the 
problem. 

13. P&R Director Judd reported that all of the swim lessons were full and the pool 
would be closing on August 18th.  P&R Director Judd reported that there had 
been an incident with an individual diving in the shallow end of the pool.  Now 
no diving has been painted around the edges of the shallow end of the pool. 

14. P&R Director Judd reported that the new squat rack had arrived and was 
installed in the weight room.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. Mayor Demarais called on Cheryl Moore.  Mrs. Moore stated that last year 
when the truck route was rerouted by her house on 68 S 2nd St E gravel was 
deposited in her driveway from the gravel road running north & south 
between NorthWestern Energy and Green’s Diesel.  Mrs. Moore stated that 
the semis were still driving by her house.  Mayor Demarais stated that there is 
no state law requiring semis to take the designated truck route.  Mrs. Moore 
stated that the road needed to be paved.  This was followed by discussion 
about SIDs, curbs & gutters, installing an apron vs paving the whole street.  
Mayor Demarais stated that he would look into it and report his findings to 
Council at the next meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 



 

 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had parked near the alley running 
north & south between 1st & 2nd Ave E and watched the traffic.  Mayor Demarais 
stated that it was a mess.  Councilperson Rummel stated that he was 
concerned because he did not know what the other businesses thought about 
making it a one-way alley.  Councilperson Rummel moved to table the decision 
to the August 14, 2018, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for 
a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks 
Aye.  Motion Carried.  Councilperson Rummel stated that he would contact the 
businesses in the area and find out how they felt about making the alley one-
way. 

2. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1249 - A Resolution affirming 
active participation in the Bear Paw Economic Development District. Mayor 
Demarais informed Council that the City’s annual pledge to BPD would be 
$6,250.00.  After some discussion, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adopt 
Resolution 1249, 2nd by Councilperson Rummel.  Mayor Demarais called for a 
roll call vote.  Councilperson Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye, Sintler Aye.  
Motion Carried.    

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Councilperson Wiederrick stated that a concerned citizen had asked her about 
the City’s animal Ordinance. 

2. Mayor Demarais informed Council that deer were wild animals and the City had 
no control over them.   

3. Mayor Demarais reported the City was awarded a $28,424.00 grant for the old 
airport clean up.  Mayor Demarais stated that this was less than the $37,750.00 
requested in the grant application.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. A Letter from the Consul General of Canada – Taking cannabis across the 
border in either direction remains prohibited under Canadian law. 

2. A Letter from DEQ – Failure to submit 2017 Consumer Confidence Report 
3. An email about the TransCanada Pipe Line. 
4. An email – Need a local representative from your community for Empire Builder 

website. 
 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:18pm.   
 
 
                _______________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer       


