
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

    July 23, 2019 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick  

         Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 
Public Works Director: James Truelove 

 

Others present:  Parks & Recreation Director Julia Tatafu, Dennis Bebee 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:01pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. None 
 

Councilperson Rummel moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson 
Rummel.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Rummel and Hicks presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve claim checks 25573 to 25605, 2nd by 
Councilperson Rummel. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. PWD Truelove reported that there had been a dig on 4th Avenue West.  The dig 
was to replace a service line that was not installed at the proper depth during 
the water project.  PWD Truelove stated that the service line had been frozen for 
a total of seventeen weeks in the last two winters since the water project. 

2. PWD Truelove reported that there would be a dig on 7th Avenue West to insulate 
a shallow sewer line. 

3. PWD Truelove reported that the he has the City Crew spraying weeds and 
mowing the M Trail. 

4. PWD Truelove reported that he had been in contact with the owner of Big Sandy 
Meat Packing who had recently purchased the old packing plant.   

5. Councilperson Hicks asked how the armory connection to city water had gone.  
PWD Truelove stated that he was present during the tie in and all went well.   

6. Clerk Bond presented Council with the current check register.  Clerk Bond stated 
that Utility Clerk Knudsen was still working on the billing so the shut off list was 
delayed.   

7. Park & Rec Director Tatafu reported that 70 kids had participated during the two 
session of swim lessons and the pool would be closing on July 31, 2019, so City 
Crew can start gutting the bathhouse.  

8. Park & Rec Director Tatafu reported that former Parks & Rec Director/current Pool 
Manager Natalie Judd had relocated to Arizona. 

9. Park & Rec Director Tatafu reported that 15 kids had participated in the summer 
tumbling/dance program. 



 

 

10. Park & Rec Director Tatafu that the men’s softball league had four teams 
consisting of fifty two men.  The women’s softball league had four teams 
consisting of fifty five women. The co-ed softball league has nine teams with a 
total of one hundred and thirty nine players. The fundraising softball tournament 
had five teams and raised a total of $1608.00 towards the purchase of lights for 
the baseball field. 

11. Park & Rec Director Tatafu reported that her last day of work would be July 31, 
2019 and Sally Wright would be the new Parks & Rec Director and Jessica Zeiger 
was hired as the Assistant Park & Rec Director.  Mayor Demarais and Council 
thanked Park & Rec Director Tatafu for all of her good work for the City and 
wished her good luck at her new job. 

12. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he would be waiving the gym rental fees 
for the Hi-Line Futures Fundraiser. 

13. Mayor Demarais informed Council that the Legg Lift Station project was moving 
quickly.  The pumps should arrive in six weeks and hoped the project could be 
completed by October 20, 2019. 

14. PWD Truelove reported that there had been a conference call about the SRF 
Loan. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. Mayor Demarais called on Dennis Bebee from Phillips County Motor Sports.  
Mr. Bebee asked Council if there was anything the City could do to help 
PCMS. Mr. Bebee stated that PCMS cannot make any improvement to the 
property unless they own it. Mr. Bebee presented Council with the copies of 
letters PCMS had received from PhillCo. The first letter dated June 27, 2019, 
asked all leasers in the area to clean up their property per the Protective 
Covenants of the Malta Business & Industry District. The second letter stated 
that because of security concerns PhillCo would be securing the north end of 
the MBIDD property and PCMS would have to secure their side of the 
property. This was followed by discussion about how much economic 
development PCMS brought into the community, PhillCo re-platting MBIDD 
property and the ninety nine year lease with the City.  In conclusion, Mr. 
Bebee thanked Council for their time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the TransCanada Keystone Pipeline 
Water Purchase Agreement.  Councilperson Hicks moved to accept the 
agreement, 2nd by Councilperson Rummel.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll 
call vote. Councilpersons Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye, Wiederrick Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

2. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the Duane Gabel - Gypsum 
Contract for 1000 tons of gypsum.  The contract calls for a 50% upfront 
payment of $103,000.00 and a final payment of $103,000.00 upon delivery 
and application. Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the contract, 
2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilperson Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried. 

3. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1265, 2019-2020 wages 
for city employees & elected officials.  Councilperson Rummel moved to 
adopt Resolution 1265, 2nd by Councilperson Wiederrick. Mayor Demarais 



 

 

called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks 
Aye. Motion Carried. 

4. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1266, a resolution calling 
for a general election.  Councilperson Rummel moved to adopt Resolution 
1266, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye, Wiederrick Aye.  Motion Carried. 

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Councilperson Wiederrick asked whose trailer was parked by Legg Pump House.  
PWD stated that it belonged to Jacobson and Mayor Demarais said he would 
have it moved. 

2. Councilperson Wiederrick asked if Bishop had been contacted about moving is 
equipment and cleaning up the mess on his leased property in the Shores 
Addition.  

3. Mayor Demarais informed Council that the cardboard baling laborer had put in 
his notice and the City would be advertising for a replacement worker. 

4. Mayor Demarais informed Council that it would cost about $100,000 to pave 
the section of road between NorthWestern Energy and Green’s Diesel. 

 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:30pm.   
 
 

                _______________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer        


