
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

    July 9, 2019 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick  

James Sintler 
 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Public Works Director: James Truelove 
 

Others present:  Janet Berg, Anita Green, Kimberly Graham and Mark Hebert from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had attended a Bear Paw 
Development Meeting last week.  

2. Mayor Demarais informed Council that there had been a Planning Board 
Meeting on June 26 and no action was taken on the variance application. 

 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson 
Rummel.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Wiederrick and Sintler presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve claim checks 25528 to 25572, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Sinlter moved to approve the June 2019 Payroll, 2nd by Councilperson 
Wiederrick.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. PWD Truelove reported that he had installed the 15mph signs on the Avenue 
between Green’s Diesel and NorthWestern Energy. 

2. PWD Truelove reported that the pool inspection went well.  There had been some 
clarity issues during the inspection.  The pool pump house had ran out of poly 
and the pool water was bluer than he would have liked. 

3. PWD Truelove reported that the sweeper had broken down while sweeping in the 
Hillcrest area. It needed a new sprocket.  PWD Truelove stated that he would 
have the sweeper out early Thursday and Friday mornings getting the downtown 
ready for the Summer Festival. PWD Truelove reported that he had met with Avery 
Sorenson about the summer festival schedule and what the City needed to do 
to prepare for the event.   

4. PWD Truelove reported that he would be working with Williams Contracting during 
the construction of the new armory.  They would be tying into the water main on 
4th Street East and 6th Street East making a loop system. 



 

 

5. PWD Truelove reported that there had been a hearing on a dog issue.  Judge 
Stahl ruled that if the dogs get out again animal control can pick them up and 
the can be euthanized.   

6. Mayor Demarais presented Council with information on a LED radar speed limit 
sign.  Mayor Demarais stated that the City of Glasgow had been using the 
movable signs and they are working great.  He would like to put them in the 
2019/20 budget.   

7. Clerk Bond presented Council with the June financials, the current check 
register, the current shut off list, the June payroll overtime, vacation, sick leave 
report.   

8. Clerk Bond reported that the 2017/2018 audit was completed and presented 
each Councilperson with a copy of the audit.  Clerk Bond stated that there were 
no findings and the audit public notice would be published in the July 10, 2019 
Phillips County News. 

9. Clerk Bond reported that all of the delinquent account letters had been sent out 
totaling $23,538.79.   

10. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had people asking him why they 
cannot take stuff out of the city landfill.  Mayor Demarais stated that once the 
items are in the landfill they become city property and cannot be removed. 

11. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had hired Sally Wright to fill the Park & 
Recreation Director Position and Jessica Zeiger as the new Assistant Park & 
Recreation Director. 

12. Mayor Demarais informed Council that there would be a meeting with Matt 
Mudd from Great West Engineering about the Legg Lift Station project on 
Thursday July 11, 2019. 

13. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had received the signature page for 
SRF Funds and a draft cover letter for a TSEP Emergency Grant application for 
the Legg Lift Station replacement.  Mayor Demarais stated that Council had 
authorized him to complete whatever needed to be done to advance the 
replacement of the Legg Lift Station but he would like a Council vote on him 
signing the documents. Councilperson Rummel moved to have Mayor 
Demarais sign the documents, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais 
called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick 
Aye, Hicks Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. Mayor Demarais called on Kimberly Graham.  Ms. Graham stated that she 
did not know that she was being billed for water on her house because the 
water was off.  Therefore, she ignored the bills and tossed them.  Mr. Graham 
asked Council if they would forgive the penalties.  Mayor Demarais stated 
that they could not reduce any of the charges.  Ms. Graham stated that her 
house had been put up for assignment and she had not received any notice 
of this.  Clerk Bond stated that City had nothing to do with that she would 
have to contact Phillips County.  Ms. Graham stated that water charges had 
been placed on her taxes in 2015.  Clerk Bond stated that the City did not 
start putting delinquent water charges on the taxes until 2017.  Ms. Graham 
also had issues with the mowing charges on her property.  She thought the 
charges were too high for the size of her yard.  Ms. Graham stated that she 
had not received notice of the increased water rates.  Clerk Bond stated that 



 

 

a letter was sent to her last known address on file at that time.  Councilperson 
Rummel asked Clerk Bond to provide him with a spreadsheet containing all 
of the information talked about.  Mayor Demarais thanked Ms. Graham for 
attending the meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1264 affirming active 
participation in Bear Paw Development.  Councilperson Wiederrick moved to 
adopt Resolution 1264, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called 
for a roll call vote.  Councilperson Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, 
Rummel Aye. Motion Carried. 

2. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the survey of Lots 40 thru 45, Block 3, 
Malta Original Townsite SE 1/4, Section 18, T30E, P.P.M, Phillips County 
Montana completed by certified surveyor Michael Kaiser.  Councilperson 
Wiederrick moved to approve the survey as presented, 2nd by Councilperson 
Hicks.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Wiederrick 
Aye, Hicks Aye, Sintler Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried. 

3. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the MOI Cardboard Contract.  
Councilperson Rummel moved to accept the contract, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye.  Motion 
Carried.  

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Councilperson Wiederrick stated that she would be attending the PhillCo 
Executive Board Meeting tomorrow. 

 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:58pm.   
 
 

                _______________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer        


