
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

     June 26, 2018 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick 

James Sintler 
 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Public Works Director: James Truelove 
 

Others present:  Jerry Lytle and Mark Hebert from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. Mayor Demarais welcomed everyone to the meeting and stated that 
everyone’s opinion matters so please speak up. 

2. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had attended a MDT meeting in 
Havre with Laura Pankratz from Malta Trails.  Laura Pankratz had learned that 
MDT was now requiring a 13% match on the grant money that Malta Trails 
had received for the pedestrian trail beside Highway 191 South to the 
Wagner turn off.  They had attended the meeting to voice their opposition to 
the match requirement.  Mayor Demarais stated that the project was still two 
years out and when the project is started they would do away with the match 
requirement.   

 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Councilperson Rummel moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson 
Wiederrick.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Rummel and Hicks presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve claim checks 24754 to 24780, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 
1. PWD Truelove reported that the levy had been inspected and there had only 

been a few minor issues.      
2. PWD Truelove reported that the Freightliner Garbage Truck unit 45 was back in 

service and he would be returning the loaner garbage truck to Harlem.  PWD 
Truelove stated that the Volvo Garbage Truck unit 32 was still down and he did 
not know if it would be cost effective to put any more money into the truck. 

3. PWD Truelove reported that he hoped to finish the angle parking stripes this week. 
4. Councilperson Sintler asked about the dangerous storm drain in front of the VFW.  

PWD Truelove stated that he would see about having a riser fabricated. 
5. PWD Truelove reported that the new chlorinator had been installed at the 

swimming pool. 



 

 

6. Mayor Demarais reported that the landfill had been sprayed for weeds.  Mayor 
Demarais stated that leafy spurge had taken over the area and needed to be 
brought under control.   

7. Councilperson Hicks asked about the large potholes right off Highway 2 on the 
street to Trafton Park.  Mayor Demarais asked PWD Truelove to have the pot holes 
filled.      

8. Clerk Bond presented the Council with the current check register, current water 
shut off list and the expenditures & revenues budget vs actual reports. 

9. Clerk Bond reported that the $810.00 claim to Barry Damschen was the final 
payment to him for his work on the Landfill Phase 2 project. 

10. Clerk Bond reported that the DNRC had asked if the City of Malta would submit a 
letter of support for LiDAR and floodplain studies of the Milk River.  Clerk Bond 
presented Council with a draft of the support letter and Council agreed that 
Mayor Demarais should sign the letter. 

11. Clerk Bond presented each Councilperson with a copy of the Gym Fees & 
Lease Agreement.  Clerk Bond asked Council if they wanted to change the 
section of the agreement that stated. “Renter will not be allowed to set up until 
after 5pm on the day before the scheduled function.”  Clerk Bond stated that 
this would affect the people who had gym memberships. Clerk Bond asked 
Council if they wanted to change the set up time to 8am of the scheduled 
function.  Clerk Bond stated that changes to the agreement would have to be 
made by Resolution.  After some discussion, Council agreed that the no 
changes would be made to the Gym Fees & Lease Agreement. 

12. Clerk Bond reported that a new door had been installed at the Girl Scout House.  
The threshold was rotted and was a safety hazard. 

13. Clerk Bond reported that all of the City employees had attended Harassment 
Prevention Training. 

14. Clerk Bond reported that the Park & Rec Department had asked the Legion 
Baseball Organization if they could move the electronic scoreboard from Murray 
Field to the City Ball Fields and the Legion Baseball Organization agreed to.  
However, they were unable to locate the scoreboard control box.  Clerk Bond 
presented Council with a quote for a new control box.  A new control box would 
cost $1,035.85.  Councilperson Hicks moved to approve a purchase of a new 
control box, 2nd by Councilperson Rummel.  With no further discussion, Mayor 
Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilperson’s Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye, 
Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye.  Motion Carried. 

15. Mayor Demarais informed Council that there had been a walk through for the 
water project and there were three locations that posed a public safety hazard 
and needed to be repaired by June 13th.  Temporary patches were made and 
none of the repairs were up to specs, HSG would have to come back and make 
the repairs to meet specs.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. None  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1247, a resolution 
designating angle parking: 



 

 

         *On the south side of 1st Street East from the GN (2 S 1st Street East) to the front of 
The Stockman (64 South 1st Street East) 

         *On the south side of the 100 Blocks of South 1st Street East 
         *On the south side of the first block of 2nd Street West from the driveway west of 

the Villa Theater to the corner of South 2nd Street West & South 1st Avenue West, 
or alternatively described as the area of the street on the north side of the Little 
White Church at 39 South 2nd Street West. 

         *On the North Side of South 1st Street West from in front of Patty’s Greenhouse (10 
South 1st Street West) to the front of 138 South 1st Street West. 
Councilperson Hicks moved to adopt Resolution 1247, 2nd by Councilperson 
Wiederrick.  With no further discussion, Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilperson Hicks Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

2. Mayor Demarais informed Council that the amended plat on the Dobson 
Addition was not done yet.  No action was taken. 

3. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the Wipfli 2018, 2019 & 2020 audit 
proposal: $25,000 for the audit of the June 30, 2018 financial statements, 
$25,750 for the audit of the June 30, 2019 financial statements & $26,500 for 
the audit of the June 30, 2020 financial statements.  Councilperson Wiederrick 
moved to accept the Wipfli proposal, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  With no 
further discussion Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilperson 
Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried.     

4. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the participation in the SFY 2019 City 
Park Rest Area program agreement.  Councilperson Hicks moved to participate 
in the program, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  With no further discussion, Mayor 
Demarais called for a roll call vote. Councilperson Hicks Aye, Sintler Aye, 
Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried.  

5. Mayor Demarais presented Council with a sprinkler loan application from 
Richard Gilmore for $3,350.00.  Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the 
sprinkler loan, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call 
vote.  Councilpersons Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye, Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye.  
Motion Carried.   

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had received an email from Michele 
Turville from Bear Paw Development stating that she would be leaving BPD. 

2. Mayor Demarais reported that 23 lawn letter had been sent out.   
3. Councilperson Rummel asked what could be been done to lower the speed 

limit on Highway 2 in front of Dairy Queen.  Mayor Demarais stated that he would 
contact MDT and see what could be done. 

4. Mayor Demarais asked Sheriff Deputy Jerry Lytle if there were any rules stating 
that trucks had to follow the truck route.  Mr. Lytle responded that there was no 
law requiring the trucks use the truck route.   

 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:52pm.   
 
 
                _______________________________ 



 

 

                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer       


