
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

    June 25, 2019 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick  

James Sintler 
 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Public Works Director: James Truelove 
 

Others present:  Janet Berg, Sally Wright, Cheryl Moore, Gail Cummings, Avery 
Sorenson, Matt Mudd from Great West Engineering and Mark Hebert from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had attended the Bear Paw 
Development Meeting on June 27th.  

2. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had been elected Vice President 
of the Montana Rural Water Association. 

 

Councilperson Rummel moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Rummel and Hicks presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve claim checks 25458 to 25527, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve the May 2019 Payroll, 2nd by Councilperson 
Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Mayor Demarais closed the regular meeting and opened the public hearing at 
5:05pm. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 Mayor Demarais stated the purpose of the public hearing was to receive public 
comments concerning Resolution 1262.  A Resolution amending the 2018/19 
sewer fund budget.  Clerk Bond reported that there was $43,436.75 left in the 
sewer budget. Clerk Bond stated that last fiscal year’s depreciation posting was 
for $114,000.00 and there were not enough sewer funds to cover it.  Clerk Bond 
reported that she had contacted the auditors and they had advised that the 
City amend the sewer budget.  Clerk Bond stated that the sewer fund had the 
funds to support the $150,000.00 budget amendment.  Mayor Demarais asked 
for public comment three times. 

 

With no further questions, Mayor Demarais closed the public hearing and 
reopened the regular meeting at 5:09pm. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 



 

 

1. PWD Truelove reported that he had been battling color issues at the pool. 
2. PWD Truelove reported that there had been two digs. The first dig took place 

because a resident had hooked a service line while digging on the north side of 
town. The north side was without water for the afternoon.  The second dig took 
place on 8th Street by the Elementary School.  The City Crew repaired a sewer 
line that was damaged during the water project.   

3. PWD Truelove reported that the Dike inspection had taken place.  The city 
needed to re-caulk the dike wall and remove some trees. 

4. PWD Truelove reported that the arena had been mowed last week and he would 
be applying weed killer.  Mayor Demarais stated that it was sad that the arena 
was only used a few times a year.    

5. PWD Truelove reported that the new bathroom at Hillcrest Park and the old 
bathroom at Trafton Park were now open. 

6. PWD Truelove reported that the dry well at the Legg Sewage Lift Station had 
flooded sometime Saturday morning. PWD Truelove stated that he had called in 
Lakeside Excavation to pump the sewage from the manhole and transport it to 
another manhole bypassing the lift station.  PWD Truelove stated that Monday, 
Lakeside Excavation would install a bypass that will stay in place until the lift 
station is back in service. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had 
contacted Bob Church from Great West Engineering and asked him to look into 
emergency funding to repair the lift station.   

7. Clerk Bond presented Council with the May financials, the current check register, 
the current shut off list, the May payroll overtime, vacation, sick leave report and 
the expenditures & revenues budget vs actual reports.   

8. Clerk Bond reported that Councilpersons Hicks and Sintler were the only ones to 
file for the open Council seats as of the June 17, 2019 by 5:00pm deadline.  
Phillips County Clerk & Recorder Lynnel LaBrie cancelled the primary election.  
The City will have to pass a resolution requesting a primary election with mail in 
ballots and submitted it to the PC Clerk & Recorder’s Office by August 12, 2019.  
If no one files as a write-in by the September 3, 2019 deadline the general 
election would be cancelled.   

9. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had closed the landfill on Saturday 
because of the extreme muddy conditions 

10. Assistant Park & Recreation Director Sally Wright reported that the Malta Beer run 
had taken place on May 18th.  Sixty-one people had registered to run the race 
and nineteen had signed up for the patio tickets. 

11. Assistant P&R Director Wright reported that the first session of swim lessons had 
ended and the next session would start on July 8, 2019.  

12. Assistant P&R Director Wright reported that one hundred and nineteen people 
had participated in the color run.  Four teams had signed up for men’s softball 
and four teams had signed up for women’s softball.  Twelve kids had 
participated in the first session of golf camp and ten had signed up for the 
second session.  Twenty-three kids had signed up for youth soccer camp. 

13. Mayor Demarais informed Council that there would be a Planning Board 
Meeting at 5:30pm tomorrow.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. Mayor Demarais called on Cheryl Moore.  Mrs. Moore stated that she wanted 
Council to know the severity of the unpaved road by her house.  Semis like to 



 

 

use that road and it needs to be paved.  Mayor Demarais stated that the 
City did not have the reserves to pave the road it would have to be done by 
an SID and there were only two landowners on that section of road, Green’s 
Diesel and NorthWestern Energy and it would be expensive to pave.  Mrs. 
Moore stated that big rocks would bump onto her lawn, it was serious stuff, 
and they may eventually go through her window.  She was sick and tired of 
the dust, dirt and mess made by the unpaved road and it was not right.  It 
need to be paved.  This was followed by discussion of lowering the speed 
limit, installing a dust cap and the cost of pavement.  Mayor Demarais stated 
that he would have the sweeper run by her house to collect the excess rocks 
and dirt.  Mayor Demarais thanked Mrs. Moore for attending the meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the Street Closure Application 
submitted by the Knights of Columbus for their BBQ Fundraiser.  
Councilperson Rummel moved to approve the street closure application, 2nd 
by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote. 
Councilperson Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye. Motion 
Carried. 

2. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the Street Closure Application 
submitted by the Malta Chamber of Commerce.  Mayor Demarais called on 
Avery Sorenson, Manager of Family Matters. Ms. Sorenson outlined the 
Chamber of Commerce’s plans for the Summer Festival.  Councilperson 
Wiederrick moved to approve the street closure application, 2nd by 
Councilperson Hicks.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye. Motion 
Carried. 

3. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the MOI Cardboard Contract.  
Councilperson Rummel moved to accept the contract, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

4. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the Park and Recreation Director Job 
Description.  Councilperson Hicks move to approve the job description, 2nd 
by Councilperson Rummel.  Mayor Demarais Called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

5. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the request to sponsor the Fourth of 
July fireworks.  Councilperson Sintler moved to sponsor the Fourth of July 
fireworks, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call 
vote.  Councilperson Sintler Aye, Hick Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye. 
Motion Carried. 

6. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1260 to transfer 
$20,000.00 to the capital equipment fund for a new fire truck.  
Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adopt resolution 1260, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye. Motion 
Carried. 



 

 

7. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1261 to participate in the 
State of Montana’s surplus property program.  Councilperson Hicks moved to 
adopt resolution 1261, 2nd by Councilperson Rummel.  Mayor Demarais 
called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye, Wiederrick 
Aye, Sintler Aye.  Motion Carried. 

8. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1262 amending the 
2018/19 sewer budget.  Councilperson Rummel moved to adopt resolution 
1262, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks. Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Sinlter Aye.  Motion 
Carried.  

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that there were $6,679.39 in past due 
payment to the City this month on the current water shut off list. 

2. Mayor Demarais informed Council that an emergency meeting would be taking 
place tomorrow at 9:00am to pass Resolution 1263 to declare an emergency 
due to the catastrophic failure of the Legg Sewage Lift Station 

3. Mayor Demarais informed Council that twelve lawn letters were sent out and 
they had until July 1, 2019 to mow their lawns.  

 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:32pm.   
 
 

                _______________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer        


