
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

    May 28, 2019 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: James Sintler 

 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 
Public Works Director: James Truelove 

 

Others present:  Janet Berg, Sheriff Jerry Lytle, Lisa Moisey from Bear Paw Development 
and Mark Hebert from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

 None 
 

Councilperson Rummel moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Rummel and Hicks presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Sintler moved to approve claim checks 25433 to 25457, 2nd by 
Councilperson Rummel. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. PWD Truelove reported that the speed bumps by Cedar View were removed and 
the new speed limits signs are up.  PWD Truelove thanked the Phillips County 
Sheriff’s Department for patrolling the area.   

2. PWD Truelove reported that the Johnston sweeper was not operational and 
would be sold for scrap.   

3. PWD Truelove reported that the pool had been painted today, the new pool filter 
was installed and he hoped to have it filled with water by Thursday. 

4. PWD Truelove reported that the garbage truck was back in service, a bent 
cylinder ram had caused the breakdown and he had ordered a new one. 

5. PWD Truelove reported that Adam’s Asphalt had submitted a bid for $25,000 to 
pave the parking area west of City Hall.    

6. PWD Truelove reported that the crew has been working on the dike, getting it 
ready for the June 4 inspection. 

7. Councilperson Sintler stated that a grass container was need on the north side of 
town and Trafton Park need to be graveled and bladed. 

8. Clerk Bond presented Council with the current check register, the current shut off 
list and the expenditures & revenues budget vs actual reports. 

9. Clerk Bond asked Council’s permission to attend the Municipal Summit taking 
place in Lewistown on May 30, 2019.  Councilperson Rummel moved to allow 
Clerk Bond to attend the Municipal Summit, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor 
Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, 
Hicks Aye. Motion Carried. 



 

 

10. Clerk Bond reminded Council that June 17, 2019 by 5:00pm was the deadline 
to file for the City Council elections.  

11. Clerk Bond reported that she had received the updated MOI cardboard 
contract and would put it on the next agenda. 

12. Clerk Bond reported that she had contacted Sterling Codifiers about reviewing 
the City Codes.  Clerk Bond stated that for $4,000.00 they would reorganize, 
renumber, check statute, point out concerns/discrepancies, and remove what 
we no longer enforce, make requested additions and provide the City with five 
hard copies.  Clerk Bond reported that she would like to add this to the new 
budget.  

13. Mayor Demarais reported that Landfill Engineer Barry Damschen had stated that 
Landfill Operator Doug French was doing a good job.  Mr. Damschen had 
outlined what needed to be done to the old cell before the final cover could be 
put in place. 

14. Mayor Demarais called on Sheriff Lytle.  Sheriff Lytle suggested when Council 
updates the Fireworks Code to add, “fireworks could be discharged in the City 
between July 1 – 4th” and to add a time limit in which fireworks could be 
discharged each day. 

15. Sheriff Lytle reported that they had started enforcing the speed limit in school 
zones. 

16. Councilperson Rummel asked Sheriff Lytle about lowering the speed limit by 
Dairy Queen.  This was followed by discussion of the steps needed to get the 
speed limit lowered. 

17. Mayor Demarais reported that there would be a planning meeting at 5:30 pm 
on June 4, 2019. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. Mrs. Berg asked if the City had enough lifeguards for the summer.  Mayor 
Demarais replied yes.  

2. Councilperson Rummel reported that the baseball scoreboard at Murray 
Field was operational and they would be moving it to the Trafton Park 
Baseball Field. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Mayor Demarais called on Lisa Moisey from Bear Paw Development.  Ms. Moisey 
reported that this would be the final draw for the water project.  Ms. Moisey 
presented Council with SRF Loan D Draw 3, totaling $571,516.00. The draw 
included an invoice to TDH for$861.50, an invoice from Bear Paw Development 
for $1,698.88 and a payment to HSG for $560,373.76 and the Debit Service 
Reserve of $8,581.00. Councilperson Hicks moved to approve SRF Loan D draw 
3, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Hicks Aye, Sintler Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried. 
Ms. Moisey presented Council with RRGL Draw 5 for $5,000.00.  Councilperson 
Sintler moved to approve RRGL Draw 5, 2nd Hicks.  Mayor Demarais called for a 
roll call vote.  Councilpersons Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 
Ms. Moisey informed Council that there was another funding source available 
called Delivering Local Assistance (DLA) and she would email the program 
information to Clerk Bond.   

 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Mayor Demarais called on Duane Murray, Administrator of the Hi-line 
Retirement Center.  Mr. Murray asked Council if they would sponsor HLRC’s 
CDBG grant application.  Mr. Murray stated that roof on the HLRC and the 
forty-year-old heating/cooling distribution system need to be replaced.  Mr. 
Murray stated that HLRC would be requesting CDBG funding to pay for a 
Preliminary Architectural Report (PAR) that would cost $20,000 - $30,000.  
Councilperson Rummel moved to sponsor the HLRC CDBG grant, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye.  Motion Carried.   

2. Mayor Demarais called on Mr. Hal DeBoer.  Mr. DeBoer stated that he would 
be holding his fiftieth wedding anniversary party in the gym at City Hall on 
June 6, 2019.  Mr. DeBoer asked Council if he could have a fireworks display 
across from City Hall that night.  Mr. DeBoer stated that he had contacted a 
professional pyro technician out of Billings to do the fireworks display.  Mayor 
Demarais read City Attorney O’Brien’s opinion that City Code prohibited the 
discharge of fireworks within the City and Mr. O’Brien did not recommend 
allowing the fireworks display.  Mr. DeBoer stated that the fireworks display 
might not happen because the pyro technician may not be able to make it.  
Sheriff Lytle brought up section 8.28.030 of the City Code public displays – 
permit & certificate required.  Sheriff Lytle stated that Mr. DeBoer had 
advertised the event so it would qualify as a public display.   Next, Mr. DeBoer 
asked Council if vehicles could be angle parked in front of City Hall during 
the event.  Mayor Demarais read City Attorney O’Brien’s opinion that angle 
parking is designated by resolution and the city did not have the time to 
amend the angle parking policy before the date of the event.  After much 
discussion, Councilperson moved to allow the request for the fireworks display 
if Mr. DeBoer follows all of the requirements as outlined in the Fireworks City 
Code 8.28.030 and provide the City with a copy of the pyro technician’s 
liability insurance, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a 
roll call vote.  Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye.  Motion 
Carried.  
No action was taken on the angle-parking request. 

3. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the record disposal request.  
Councilperson Rummel moved to approve the record disposal request, 2nd 
by Councilperson Sintler. Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye.  Motion Carried. 

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that the chain used to manually open the 
Ambulance Barn door was not working and asked PWD Truelove to have it 
repaired. 

2. Mayor Demarais reported that another 30-day public comment period was 
required for the Old Airport Cleanup Project.  Mayor Demarais stated that he 
would be having a conference call about the project and it was projected that 
there would be enough grant money to cover the cleanup. 

 

With no other business, Councilperson Hicks moved to adjourn, 2nd by Councilperson 
Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:39pm.   



 

 

 
 

                _______________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer        


