
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

     May 22, 2018 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick 

James Sintler 
 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Shop Foreman: Eric Witmer 
 

Others present:  Janet Berg, Kathleen Waters, Natalie Judd, Julia Tatafu, Michele Turville 
from Bear Paw Development and Mark Hebert from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. Mayor Demarais welcomed everyone to the meeting and stated that 
everyone’s opinion matters so please speak up. 

2. Mayor Demarais informed Council that there would be a PhillCo meeting at 
noon on May 31, 2018.  

 

Councilperson Sintler moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Rummel and Hicks presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve claim checks 24685 to 24707, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Mayor Demarais closed the regular meeting at 5:05pm and opened the first public 
hearing. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Mayor Demarais stated that the purpose of the public hearing was to hear public 
comment on Resolution 1243, A Resolution relating to the $690,000 Water System 
Revenue Bonds (DNRC Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Program); authorizing the 
issuance and fixing the terms and conditions thereof.  Mayor Demarais called on 
Michele Turville from Bear Paw Development.  Ms. Turville explained why additional 
funds were needed to complete the water project and how thankful she was that the 
City did not have to raise the water rates. Mayor Demarais asked for public comment 
three times.  
 

With no public comment, Mayor Demarais closed the public hearing and opened the 
next public hearing at 5:10pm.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Mayor Demarais stated that the purpose of the public hearing was to hear public 
comment on Resolution 1244.  A resolution amending the 2017/18 budget to make 
provisions for the revenue/expenditure of the additional $690,000 Water System 



 

 

Revenue Bonds (DNRC Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Program) for the Water 
Project.  Clerk Bond went over the budget amendment resolution.  
Mayor Demarais asked for public comment three times.  
 

With no public comment, Mayor Demarais closed the public hearing and reopened 
the regular Council meeting at 5:13pm.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. None  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1244, a resolution amending 
the 2017/18 budget to make provisions for the revenue/expenditure of the 
additional $690,000 Water System Revenue Bonds (DNRC Drinking Water State 
Revolving Loan Program) for the Water Project.  Councilperson Rummel moved 
to adopt Resolution 1244, 2nd by Councilperson Wiederrick.  With no further 
discussion, Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Rummel 
Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye, Sintler Aye.  Motion Carried.  

2. Mayor Demarais present Council with Resolution 1243, a Resolution Relating to 
the $690,000 Water System Revenue Bonds (DNRC Drinking Water State 
Revolving Loan Program); authorizing the issuance and fixing the terms and 
conditions thereof.  Councilperson Rummel moved to adopt Resolution 1243, 
2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  With no further discussion, Mayor Demarais called 
for a roll call vote.   Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, 
Hicks Aye. Motion Carried. 

3. Mayor Demarais called on Michele Turville from Bear Paw Development.  Ms. 
Turville presented Council with SRF Loan D Draw #1 totaling $98,120.  Draw #1 
included three TDH invoices totaling $43,721.87, a payment of $47,177.29 to 
HSG and the .07943 loan reserve of $7,220.  Councilperson Hicks moved to 
approve SRF Loan D Draw #1, 2nd by Councilperson Wiederrick.  With no further 
discussion, Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilperson Hicks Aye, 
Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye.  Motion Carried.   
Ms. Turville reported that the City had agreed to pay $500,000 dollars towards 
the project and had paid $484,086 in local funds at present time, leaving a 
balance of $15,914.   Ms. Turville reported that there were still $5,000 in RRGL 
funds.   

4. Mayor Demarais presented Council with TDH contract amendment #2.  Michele 
Turville from Bear Paw explained the TDH contract amendment to Council.  After 
some discussion, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve TDH contract 
amendment #2, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll 
call vote.  Councilpersons Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye, Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye.  
Motion Carried.  

5. Mayor Demarais called on Kathleen Waters from the Malta Garden Club.  Mrs. 
Waters stated that the Garden Club would like to plant memorial trees in Hillcrest 
Park for the three members that had passed away this past year.  Mayor 
Demarais asked Mrs. Waters what kind of trees she wanted to plant.  Mrs. Waters 
replied that Patty’s Greenhouse had cottonless cottonwood and ash trees.  Mrs. 
Waters stated that Anne Boothe said she would water the trees for the next two 
years to ensure their survival.  Councilperson Sintler moved to approve the 
planting of three memorial trees at Hillcrest Park, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  



 

 

With no further discussion, Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye, Wiederrick Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

6. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Ordinance 451, an Ordinance 
Amending Ordinance 449 - the Floodplain Management Ordinance of the City 
of Malta.  Councilperson Rummel moved to adopt Ordinance 451, 2nd by 
Councilperson Hicks.  With no further discussion, Mayor Demarais called for a roll 
call vote.  Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye.  
Motion Carried.  

7. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Ordinance 452, an Ordinance 
Amending Title 10 Chapter 32 of the Malta Municipal Code.  This Ordinance 
allows angle parking by Resolution of the City Council.  Councilperson Hicks 
moved to adopt Ordinance 452, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  With no further 
discussion, Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Hicks Aye, 
Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried. 

8. Mayor Demarais stated that he thought it would be beneficial for the City to 
have a website.  Clerk Bond reported that she had contacted the MSU Local 
Government Center about setting up a City Website.  Clerk Bond stated that for 
a flat fee of $500.00, a MSU website design student would help design the 
website and work with City employees on how to setup web pages and maintain 
the website.  Clerk Bond reported that it would cost an additional $144.00 a year 
for a manager subscription and $180.00 - $200.00 annually to Squarespace 
Websites.  Initially it would cost $824.00, then $324.00/year.  Councilperson 
Sintler moved to go forward with setting up a City Website, 2nd by Councilperson 
Wiederrick.  With no further discussion, Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilperson Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

9. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Resolution 1242, A Resolution 
Requesting Distribution of Bridge & Road Safety & Accountability Program Funds.  
Clerk Bond reported that the City would receive $17,423.64 and had budgeted 
the 5% match of $871.19 in the Street Maintenance Fund.  After some 
discussion, Councilperson Hicks moved to adopt Resolution 1242, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Hicks Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion 
Carried.  

10. Mayor Demarais informed Council that there are vehicles that have been 
parked on the city streets for over a year.  Mayor Demarais stated the City 
needed to get aggressive and start towing these vehicles.  Mayor Demarais 
reported that there would be room in the City Shop to store the towed vehicles 
or the City could build an impound lot by the City Shop for around $2,500.00.  
After much discussion, Mayor Demarais stated we need to clean the town up 
and he would contact the Sheriff’s Office about tagging the vehicles that have 
to be moved.  Council agreed that the City needed to start enforcing the 
parking Ordinance.  Councilperson Hicks moved to build an impound lot by the 
City Shop, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  With no further discussion, Mayor 
Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Hicks Aye. Sintler Aye, 
Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried.   



 

 

11. Mayor Demarais presented Council with Shane Carnahan’s Street Closure 
Application.  Shane Carnahan requested the closure of the 100 Block of 1st 
Avenue from 8:00am – 3:00pm on June 2, 2018.  After some discussion, Council 
came to the conclusion that Mr. Carnahan had mistakenly written 1st Avenue 
instead of 1st Street because the motorcycle jumping had taken place on 1st 
Street in the past.  Clerk Bond was asked to contact Mr. Carnahan.  
Councilperson Sintler moved to approve the street closure request for the 100 
block of 1st Street, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  With no further discussion, Mayor 
Demarais called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, 
Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried.    

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. Shop Foreman Witmer reported that 54 bales of new cardboard had been 
hauled to the Sims composting site.      

2. SF Witmer reported that Malta Ready Mix had repaired concrete between the 
Stockman Bar & the Matthew Mall.   

3. SF Witmer reported that Lane Clark had patched the pool.  The City Crew had 
painted the pool and he wanted to have it filled and the water circulating by 
Thursday or Friday. 

4. SF Witmer reported that the mosquito sprayer would be out tomorrow evening. 
5. SF Witmer reported that the rebuild of the dugout at the ballfield had been 

completed.   
6. SF Witmer reported that the Consumer Confidence Report was received on 

Wednesday.  Clerk Bond stated that it would be published in the next Phillips 
County News.   

7. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had received complaints about the 
drain by the VFW.  Mayor Demarais stated that it needed to be fixed.  

8. Mayor Demarais asked about the progress of the angle parking lines.  SF Witmer 
stated that they had completed the parking lines from in front of Patty’s 
Greenhouse to the Senior Citizen’s Center.   

9. Councilperson Sintler informed Council that the Rest Area looked good.  It was 
bright & clean with the new paint and encouraged everyone to go check it out.    

10. Clerk Bond presented the Council with the current check register, current water 
shut off list, April financials and the expenditures & revenues budget vs actual 
reports. 

11. Clerk Bond reported that she had given Council copies of the following of 
correspondence.  The CCR/Annual Drinking Water Report. A letter from DEQ 
approving the O&M plan updates for leachate & records.  A letter form HSG on 
update enhancements to their brand identity.  A letter from TransCanada with a 
Keystone update. 

12. Clerk Bond reported that insurance open enrollment would take place until June 
8, 2018. 

13. Clerk Bond asked Council’s permission to attend budget training in Wolf Point on 
June 14, 2018.  Councilperson Rummel moved to allow Clerk Bond to attend 
the training in Wolf Point, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for 
a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks 
Aye.  Motion Carried. 

14. Mayor Demarais reported that he had PWD Truelove post a sign at the landfill 
that all loads that are not tarped or secured would be turned away.   



 

 

15. Parks & Rec Director Judd reported that youth kickball and adult dodgeball had 
ended. 

16. PRD Judd reported that seven lifeguards had been hired for the pool.  
Orientation would take place at 10:00am on May 29th and training would take 
place on May 30th & 31st.  

17. PRD Judd reported she had priced a new squat rack for the weight room stating 
the one we have is tippy.  A new squat rack would cost at least $1,000.00.  After 
much discussion, Councilperson Wiederrick state with it being unsafe we either 
need to remove it or buy a new one.  Councilperson Wiederrick moved to 
purchase a new squat rack, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  Mayor Demarais called 
for a roll call vote.  Councilperson Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye, Sintler 
Aye.  Motion Carried. 

18. PRD Judd presented Council with a map of the 2018 Color Run route that would 
take place on Saturday June 2nd stating that 32 runners had signed up already.  

19. PRD Judd reported that the Malta Athletic Club had donated $3,000.00 to make 
repairs to the softball field.  PRD Judd stated they had not decided what kind of 
material to place in the infield.  Havre and Glasgow use scoria and 21 
Construction offered to donate the scoria from their plant in Culbertson, MT.  The 
City would have to pay to haul the scoria to Malta.     

20. PRD Judd presented Council with all of the summer activity sheets. 
 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Councilperson Wiederrick stated she was frustrated with the mowing contractors 
that fill up the grass containers instead of hauling their grass clippings to the 
landfill.  Councilperson Rummel stated that he did not know what to do about it.  
After much discussion about how to police the grass containers, making sure 
only qualified residents use them and what could be done to cut back the 
abuse of the grass containers, no conclusion was reached.  

2. Mayor Demarais informed Council that last year trash had been left on the street 
where the motorcycle jumpers had been.  He asked Eric to place an extra 
garbage can in the area during this year’s car show.  

3. Mayor Demarais reported that a man from Big Sandy who was looking into 
purchasing the Little Rockies Meat Packing Plant had contacted him and he 
had asked about out of City garbage and dump fees.  Mayor Demarais 
reported that the meat packing plant had paid $1824/year for twice a week 
garbage pickup back when it was open.  Mayor Demarais stated that he had 
talked with Landfill Operator Wiltse about disposing the carcasses at the landfill.    
Mayor Demarais stated that he would provide the above fee information to the 
individual stressing that the rates had increased.   

4. Mayor Demarais informed Council that HSG had damaged a sprinkler line at a 
residence on 5th Street East during the water project and he had Chris Bollard 
make the repairs.  Mayor Demarais stated that he did not want the resident to 
wait months for HSG to make the repairs so they could water their lawn.   

 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:48pm.   
 
 
                _______________________________ 



 

 

                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer       


