
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

    May 14, 2019 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick 

James Sintler 
 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Public Works Director: James Truelove 
 

Others present:  Janet Berg, Frank Benson from Legion A Baseball, Julia Tatafu Park & 
Recreation Director, and Mark Hebert from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. Mayor Demarais reported that he had attended the Elected Officials 
Workshop in Bozeman.  Mayor Demarais reported that he had attended a 
class that recommend that cities get their own email address and 
discourage employees/council from using their private email for city business.  
Mayor Demarais asked Clerk Bond to look into what it would take to set this 
up for the City. 

2. Mayor Demarais informed Council that PWD Truelove, Shop Foreman Witmer 
and himself had attended a construction meeting for the new National 
Guard Armory.  Mayor Demarais stated that it was a $15,000,000 project.  

3. Mayor Demarais reported that he had received a call from Mike O’Brien from 
TDH.  Mr. O’Brien had received the final numbers from HSG but they did not 
match.  Mayor Demarais stated that Mr. O’Brien would figure out why they 
were off. 

4. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he had attended two of the meetings 
concerning the reduction of hours at the border crossings. He had attended 
the first meeting in Malta and a meeting in Glasgow.  

 

Councilperson Sintler moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Rummel.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Wiederrick and Sintler presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Rummel moved to approve claim checks 25389 to 25432, 2nd by 
Councilperson Hicks. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the April 2019 Payroll, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. PWD Truelove reported that the alley cleanup had went well and the crew had 
made additional pickups the following week.   



 

 

2. PWD Truelove reported that the alleys were being bladed and the street sweeper 
was still out sweeping the city streets.   

3. PWD Truelove reported that Shop Foreman Witmer had taken the mosquito 
sprayer to Glasgow to be calibrated and he had ordered another pallet of 
spray. 

4. PWD Truelove reported that the landfill inspection had went well. 
5. PWD Truelove reported that all of the park bathrooms were open except for the 

old bathroom at Trafton and the new bathroom at Hillcrest Park.   
6. PWD Truelove reported that the Dike inspection would take place on June 4, 

2019.  PWD Truelove stated that the caulking still needed to be removed and 
replaced and a few trees needed to be trimmed. 

7. PWD Truelove reported that there had been a street closure for the demolition of 
the old NAPA building.  Mayor Demarais stated that some people were upset by 
the closure and in the future, he would require individuals to submit a street 
closure application prior to the street closure. 

8. PWD Truelove reported that Trafton Park is looking good and the lower trail is 
open. 

9. PWD Truelove reported that the installation of the new pool filter has been 
delayed by a week. 

10. Clerk Bond presented Council with the March financials, the current check 
register, the current shut off list, the April payroll overtime, vacation, sick leave 
report and the expenditures & revenues budget vs actual reports.     

11. Clerk Bond reported that the Municipal Summit would be taking place in 
Lewistown on May 30, 2019.  Clerk Bond asked Council to let her know if they 
plan to attend the training. 

12. Clerk Bond presented Council with a letter from the Montana State Parks stating 
that Malta Trails did not get grant funds for the walking trail around the perimeter 
of Riverview Park. 

13. Clerk Bond presented Council with a copy of the MMIA Employee Benefits 
Program FY 2019-2020 Renewal Memo and on the back of the memo, she had 
added a comparison of the 2018-2019 costs to the 2019-2020 costs. 

14. Clerk Bond reported that Duane Murray from Hi-Line Retirement Center had 
asked to be on the May 28, 2019 agenda because he wanted to ask the City to 
sponsor a CDBG grant for the HLRC. 

15. Clerk Bond asked if anyone from council would be willing to help her update the 
city code. Councilperson Wiederrick volunteered to help with the project. 

16. Clerk Bond presented Council with a copy of the recent landfill inspection report 
and a copy of a letter from MDT asking if the City wanted copies of the 2019-
2023 draft of the statewide transportation Improvement report.  Mayor Demarais 
asked Clerk Bond to ask for two copies of the report. 

17. Clerk Bond presented Council with a copy of the water availability analysis for 
additional water requested for the TransCanada pipeline project completed by 
Great West Engineering. 

18. Mayor Demarais reported that he had received variance requests and would be 
having a zoning committee meeting. 

19. Parks & Recreation Director Tatafu reported that youth kickball had ended for the 
season and 85 kids had participated.  Four adults had participated in the tap 



 

 

dancing lessons. Thirty-three kid had participated in spring dance and little cheer 
camp. Seventy-three kids had participated in youth tumbling.  

20. P&R Director Tatafu reported that the Beer Run would be taking place on 
Saturday May 18, 2019.  So far, 70 people had pre-registered for the run, 50 
run/walkers and 20 patio sitters.   

21. P&R Director Tatafu reported that the Color Run would take place on June 1, 
2019.  

22. P&R Director Tatafu reported that the pool would open on June 3, 2019.  
23. P&R Director Tatafu reported on the upcoming P&R activities.  Kayaking lessons, 

soccer camp, golf camp, adult softball. 
24. P&R Director Tatafu thanked Mayor Demarais and PWD Truelove for their help 

getting the donated scoria delivered and spread on the baseball field at Trafton 
Park.  P&R Director reported that 21 Construction had donated the scoria 
located in Culbertson.  Bishop Inc. had donated $5,000 in hauling costs and the 
Malta Athletic Club had donated $3,000 to help pay for the cost of trucking the 
scoria from Culbertson to Malta.  The final hauling cost was $10,000 minus 
$5,000 donated by Bishop Inc. minus $3,000 donated from Malta Athletic Club 
leaving the City a total of $2,000 to pay.  

25. P&R Director Tatafu reported that the American Legion A Baseball would be 
having their first game at the Trafton Park baseball field on June 1, 2019 and 
they would be having 14 home games this summer. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. Mayor Demarais called on Frank Benson from Legion A Baseball League. Mr. 
Benson stated that there was a gopher problem at the Trafton baseball field.  
This was followed by much discussion about the best way to exterminate the 
gophers.  In conclusion, the City would continue their efforts to eliminate the 
gophers and Mayor Demarais would look into the use of strychnine oats.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that there was a speed issue on 6th Street 
West by the Cedarview Apartments.  Mayor Demarais reported that he had 
asked the Sheriff and the City Attorney to attend the meeting and they were 
no shows.  Mayor Demarais stated that he wanted the speed limit to be set 
at 15mph and PWD Truelove would put up the proper signage.  Mayor 
Demarais stated that speeding tickets needed to be issued in the area.  This 
was followed by discussion of speeding in the area, citations being issued 
and how to eliminate the speeding.  No action taken.  

2. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the VFW’s Street Closure Application. 

The VFW requested the closure of 1st Street in front of Veteran’s Memorial Park 
form 1:30pm – 2:15pm on May 27, 2019. Councilperson Sintler moved to 
approve the street closure, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  Mayor Demarais 
called for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, Wiederrick 
Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion Carried. 

3. Mayor Demarais presented Council with First State Bank’s Street Closure 
Application.  First State Bank requested the closure of 1st Street East from 
Veterans Park to the alley east of Liquor Haven and left on 1st Avenue to the 
closet. Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the street closure, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  



 

 

Councilpersons Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

4. Mayor Demarais present Council with Mary Pat Porter’s out of city garbage 
pickup request.  Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the request, 
2nd by Councilperson Rummel.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilperson Wiederrick Aye, Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye, Sintler Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

5. Mayor Demarais present Council the City’s Census 2020 Proclamation. 
Proclaiming the City’s support and help make the 2020 Census a success.  
Councilperson Sintler moved to have Mayor Demarais sign the proclamation, 
2nd by councilperson Rummel. Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilpersons Sintler Aye, Rummel Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

6. Mayor Demarais informed Council that HSG had not submitted a payment 
request yet.  Councilperson Rummel moved to table the Water Project Draw 
until the next meeting, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called 
for a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Rummel Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, 
Hicks Aye. Motion Carried. 

7. Mayor Demarais presented Council with the Highway 191 Walking Trail 
Maintenance agreement.  Councilperson Rummel moved to have Mayor 
Demarais sign the maintenance agreement, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote. Councilpersons Rummel Aye, 
Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he would be looking into a SID to pave a 
section of 4th Avenue West and the section of road between the Green’s Diesel 
and NorthWestern Energy. 

2. Mayor Demarais reported that the TransCanada Pipeline was on hold but once 
the project is started, it should go fast. 

3. Councilperson Wiederrick reported that she had attended the recent PhillCo 
Executive Committee Meeting.  Councilperson Wiederrick stated that she had 
met the new PhillCo secretary and had a good conversation with her.  

 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:24pm.   
 
 

                _______________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer        


