
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

    April 23, 2019 

   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 

Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 
William Hicks 

Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick 

James Sintler 

 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Public Works Director: James Truelove 
 

Others present:  Janet Berg and Pierre Bibbs from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he gave a presentation at the last 

Chamber of Commerce Meeting.  His presentation covered a wide variety of 

topics. City government, the city budget, water treatment, wastewater 

treatment, etc... 
 

Councilperson Rummel moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Sintler moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson Wiederrick.  

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Rummel and Wiederrick presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Sintler moved to approve claim checks 25368 to 25388, 2nd by 

Councilperson Rummel. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. PWD Truelove reported that there was a dig the previous week to repair a broken 

fitting on a curb stop at Equity Co-op.  PWD Truelove stated that he would have 

a slab poured around the curb stop because it was in a high traffic area. 

2. PWD Truelove reported that the street sweeper was out sweeping the city streets.  

PWD Truelove stated that they were still working on the Johnston Sweeper.  It 
needed a new pump for the sprayer bar. 

3. PWD Truelove reported that the crew would continue patching potholes as 

needed.  PWD Truelove stated that he would have Adam’s Asphalt repair the 

frost heaves and large areas. 

4. PWD Truelove reported that the first two loads of scoria, donated by 21 

Construction had been delivered and the city would be receiving two more 
loads. PWD Truelove stated that there would be no charges for the delivery of the 

first two loads because Bishop Inc donated their services for the first two loads.  

5. PWD Truelove reported that the new injector would be installed in the 621 front-

end loader this week.   

6. PWD Truelove reported that the citywide alley cleanup would take place next 

week.  The crew would start on the west side of town and work their way east. 



 

 

7. PWD Truelove reported that Ed Peigneux had started covering the old cell at the 

landfill.  Mayor Demarais informed Council that there had been a surprise 

inspection at the landfill and he thought it went well. 
 

Councilperson Hicks arrived at the Council Meeting at 5:09pm. 
 

8. PWD Truelove reported that he planned to open the bathrooms in city parks next 

week. 

9. Mayor Demarais informed Council that the landfill would be open on Saturdays 

starting this week. 

10. Clerk Bond presented Council with the current check register, the current shut off 

list and the expenditures & revenues budget vs actual reports.     

11. Clerk Bond reported that Mayor Demarais and she had met with Colleen 

McCarthy from the US Census Bureau last week.  Clerk Bond stated that the 

meeting was about setting up a Complete Count Committee (CCC).  The CCC 
members would be cheerleaders getting out the word about the importance of 

taking part in the census.  Clerk Bond presented Council with a handout of 

Census 2020 talking points. 

12. Clerk Bond reported that she had received an email from Tiffany Lyden from 

DNRC Floodplain Program requesting a letter of support for the DNRC grant 

request from FEMA to fund the development of updated floodplain maps along 
the Milk River.  Council agreed that a letter of support should be submitted.  

Clerk Bond stated that residents might see a survey crew in a boat on the Milk 

River in the Malta area in the next month.  The survey crew would be measuring 

the depth of the river bottom (since the LiDAR does not collect elevation data 

through water, just on land).  Clerk Bond reported that there would be a levee 

workshop at Fort Peck, sometime during the week of September 9.  
13. Mayor Demarais reported that he and Councilperson Wiederrick had a meeting 

with the Hi-Line Future Foundation and the meeting went well.  Mayor Demarais 

stated that the Foundation members seemed okay with rehabbing the existing 

pool in small phases instead of one big project.  

14. PWD Truelove reported that he had contacted the Montana Department of 

Transportation about lowering the speed limit on Highway 2 past Dairy Queen.  

PWD Truelove stated that they would need a letter from the Mayor requesting a 

speed reduction in the area and it would take over a year to have the speed 

limit lowered because DOT would have to do a speed study. 

15. Mayor Demarais reported that he and Councilperson Rummel had attended the 

meeting concerning the reduction in hours of the Port of Morgan.  Mayor 
Demarais stated that there were many compelling speeches on why the port 

hours should not be reduced.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Mayor Demarais stated that it was time to decide to participate or not in the 
2020 City Park Rest Area Program.  Clerk Bond explained that the program 

reimburses the City for the electric bills, janitor supplies, janitor wages and any 

approved extra improvements to the rest area.  Clerk Bond asked Council to let 

her know of any improvements they wanted done to the rest area.  Everyone 



 

 

agreed that the doors were old, heavy, and hard for handicapped individuals to 

open.  Clerk Bond stated she would price new doors and an automatic door 

opening system. Councilperson Hicks moved to participate in the SFY 2020 City 

Park Rest Area Program, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for 

a roll call vote.  Councilpersons Hicks Aye, Sintler Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Rummel 

Aye.  Motion Carried.  
 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. None 
 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 

Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:34pm.   
 
 

                _______________________________ 

                Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 

     ____________________________________      

     Clerk/Treasurer        


