
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

    April 9, 2019 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick 

James Sintler 
 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Public Works Director: James Truelove 
 

Others present:  Janet Berg, Dina Sainato-Meneely from Malta Opportunities Inc., Julia 
Tatafu Park & Recreation Director, and Mark Hebert from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that tomorrow there would be a meeting 
with the Hi-Line Future Foundation at 5:30pm in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall about the City Swimming Pool.       

 

Councilperson Rummel moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Wiederrick and Sintler presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve claim checks 25336 to 25367, 2nd by 
Councilperson Rummel. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Sintler moved to approve the March 2019 Payroll, 2nd by Councilperson 
Wiederrick.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. PWD Truelove reported that it is nice to have a full crew. 
2. PWD Truelove reported that the crew had been out patching potholes and they 

had already worked through one pallet of asphalt.  Mayor Demarais stated that 
the patches looked good and the crew was doing a great job. 

3. PWD Truelove reported that he would have the street sweeper out all summer. 
PWD Truelove stated that the old Johnston sweeper was up and running.  It had 
been in storage for years.  This would give him the option of having two sweepers 
out at one time.  He would give the sweeping schedule to the City Clerk’s Office 
so it could be put on the city website. 

4. PWD Truelove reported that Heritage Lift Station was back online and he still 
needed a phone line put in to the lift station for the auto dialer.   

5. PWD Truelove reported that the turbo and injector on the 621 front-end loader 
needed to be replaced.  PWD Truelove stated that it should be back by the end 
of the month.   



 

 

6. PWD Truelove reported that the crew had been trimming trees in Trafton Park.  He 
hoped to have Trafton Park open next week, and the bathrooms open by the 
end of the month. 

7. PWD Truelove reported that they had started to use the new cell at the Landfill 
and that the old cell would need to be covered. 

8. PWD Truelove reported that the Consumer Confidence Report was completed 
and submitted to DEQ, posted on the City Website and would be published in 
the next Phillips County News. 

9. PWD Truelove reported that he would like to have a city spring-cleaning week, 
April 29 – May 3.  He would have two trucks and a loader out cleaning up the 
City.  One of his main objectives would be to reclaim the City’s alleys and get 
them cleaned up.  Councilperson Hicks suggested that the City contact the 
Chamber of Commerce and get them involved in the cleanup. 

10. Clerk Bond presented Council with the March financials, the current check 
register, the current shut off list, the March payroll overtime, vacation, sick leave 
report and the expenditures & revenues budget vs actual reports.     

11. Clerk Bond presented Council with a copy of the letter sent to HSG by City 
Attorney Dan O’Brien concerning the SRF Loan deadline given to the City by the 
DNRC.  

12. Clerk Bond reported that there would be a meeting with Colleen McCarthy from 
the US Census Bureau on Tuesday April 16 at 3:00pm in Council Chambers. 

13. P&R Director Julia Tatafu reported that 75 kids were participating in the youth 
kickball program and 60 kids were participating in the tumbling program. 

14. P&R Director Tatafu reported that the Park & Rec department would be holding a 
park cleanup to take place from 3:30pm to 5:30pm on April 23rd. She had 
contacted the Malta Boys & Girls Club, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 4H and various 
groups to participate in the cleanup. 

15. P&R Director Tatafu reported that the Park & Rec department would be 
collaborating with Malta’s Blue Ridge Brewery to put on a Malta Beer Run 5k 
walk/run at 2:00pm on Saturday May 18.  The P&R department would put on the 
5k walk/run and Blue Ridge Brewing would take care of the beer part of the race. 

16. P&R Director Tatafu reported that baseball & T-ball put on by Milk River Baseball 
would be starting soon and the Malta Legion Team would start practicing at the 
ballfields on April 15. 

17. P&R Director Tatafu reported that former P&R Director Natalie Judd had agreed 
to manage the pool this summer.  P&R Director Tatafu planned to have 
lifeguards hired, trained and the pool open on June 3, 2019.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

2. Mayor Demarais called on Dina Sainato-Meneely from Malta Opportunities Inc.  
Mayor Demarais proposed that the City pay MOI $800.00/month to collect the 
cardboard from the cardboard bins around town and deliver it to the cardboard 
baling facility.  Mayor Demarais stated that the short-term employee hired by the 
City would be kept on year around at 20 hours a week baling cardboard.  
Councilperson Wiederrick asked if it was safe to have him bale cardboard by 
himself.  PWD Truelove stated that one person could safely operate the small 



 

 

baler.  Mayor Demarais informed Council that it would be best if the City and 
MOI entered in to a year-to-year contract.  Ms. Sainato-Meneely stated that she 
would be okay with MOI receiving $800.00/month for this service.  It would cover 
the employee wages.  Ms. Sainato-Meneely stated that they had put $250.00 
worth of fuel in their garbage truck last month. After hearing this, Council 
decided that MOI should be paid $1,000.00/month for their services.  During the 
discussion, Ms. Sainato-Meneely informed Council that MOI had paid Pacific 
Steel & Recycling $200.00+ for baling wire.  This was followed by a decision to 
reimburse MOI for the purchase.  Councilperson Wiederrick moved to pay MOI 
$1,000.00/month for collecting the cardboard and to reimburse MOI for the 
baling wire they had purchased, 2nd by Councilperson Hicks.  Mayor Demarais 
called for a roll call vote. Councilperson Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye, Rummel Aye, 
Sintler Aye.  Motion Carried. Mayor Demarais stated that he would have City 
Attorney Dan O’Brien draw up a contract and bring it to the next City Council 
Meeting.  Mayor Demarais stated that the contract should include that MOI be 
responsible for cleaning up the cardboard bin areas.  

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that the total cost of the stagecoach 
restoration was estimated to be $32,000.00.  So far $9,700.00 had been raised 
to pay for the stagecoach restoration leaving a shortfall of $22,300.00. 
Councilperson Rummel stated that he would like to see how the fundraising 
goes and then see if they needed additional funds before the City committed 
any funds to the project.  Councilperson Rummel stated that Phillips County 
Stagecoach Restoration group were trying to locate grants to help pay for the 
restoration.  Councilperson Wiederrick ask who owned the stagecoach.  
Councilperson Rummel stated that Emma Campbell and donated it to the City. 
Mayor Demarais reported that he would check on the status of the stagecoach 
when in Bozeman for elected officials training.  No action taken.   

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Councilperson Rummel reported that a city resident had approached him 
about lowering the speed limit by Dairy Queen.  Mayor Demarais informed 
Council that someone had approached him also. Mayor Demarais stated that 
he would contact the highway department to see what needed to be done to 
get the speed limit lowered. 

 

With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:55pm.   
 
 

                _______________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer        


