
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING                                                     MALTA CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                                                            MALTA CITY HALL 

    January 8, 2019 
   Officials present: 

Mayor John Demarais 
Councilpersons Ward I: David Rummel 

William Hicks 
Councilpersons Ward II: Bonnie Wiederrick 

James Sintler 
 Clerk/Treasurer: Lorie Bond 

Public Works Director: James Truelove 
 

Others present:  Janet Berg, Sheriff Jerry Lytle and Mark Hebert from PCN 
 

Mayor Demarais opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that he would be out of town on January 
24, 2019 and he would be attending the Executive Forum on February 13, 
2019.  Mayor Demarais stated he would be traveling to Helena on February 
12, 2019 and asked Council if they were okay with changing the February 
12th meeting to Monday February 11, 2018.  Council agreed that the date 
change should be placed on the next agenda. 

2. Mayor Demarais stated the bill changing Manganese parameters had been 
changed so he no longer planned to go to Helena and testify against the 
changes.       

 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve the minutes, 2nd by Councilperson Wiederrick.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Sintler moved to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilperson Rummel.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilpersons Wiederrick and Sintler presented claim warrants. 
 

Councilperson Hicks moved to approve claim checks 25171 to 25199, 2nd by 
Councilperson Rummel. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Councilperson Wiederrick moved to approve the December 2018 Payroll, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS, COMMITTEES & MEETINGS ATTENDED 

1. PWD Truelove reported that the Christmas Banners had been taken down and 
the Rooted in Banners had been installed. 

2. PWD Truelove reported that the new playground structure for Hillcrest Park had 
arrived and the crew would be installing it sometime in the spring.  

3. PWD Truelove reported that Parks & Recreation Director Tatafu had pointed out 
to him that one of the dugouts at Trafton Park was a safety hazard.  The crew 
had dismantled the old dugout and had built a new on in the city shop.  PWD 
Truelove stated that he hoped to have the new dugout installed sometime in the 
next week.    

4. PWD Truelove reported that the cardboard problem around town was bad and 
the overflowing box bins were a mess.  PWD Truelove informed Council that the 



 

 

MOI staff that were operating the baler had burned up the motor.  PWD Truelove 
stated that he had located a replacement motor and that it would cost $2,500.  
PWD Truelove reported that the new motor should arrive on Friday.   

5. PWD Truelove reported that the Heritage Lift Station had failed.  PWD Truelove 
stated that the control panel was shot and the wet well valves were seized.  PWD 
Truelove reported that sewage was being pumped from the lift station wet well 
to a nearby manhole.  PWD Truelove stated that he had met with Lakeside 
Excavation about setting up a bypass until the lift station can be put back on 
line. 

6. PWD Truelove apologized to Council for not having a safety report for the 
meeting.  PWD Truelove reported that he has safety meetings after every 
dig/incident or uses the MMIA safety-meeting book to determine what topic to 
cover.    

7. Mayor Demarais reported that Council should consider purchasing the 
cardboard baler at the old Bestway location if the city has the funds in June.  
Mayor Demarais stated that they were asking $3,000 for the baler.  It makes 
smaller bales but would be a good backup baler.  Mayor Demarais reported 
that Dina Sainato-Meneely, Executive Director of MOI had asked people to start 
breaking down the cardboard boxes before putting them in the box bins.     

8. Clerk Bond presented Council with the current check register, the current water 
shut off list, the December payroll overtime, vacation and sick leave report and 
the expenditures & revenues budget vs actual reports.    

9. Clerk Bond reported that the outlets for the security cameras were installed in the 
weight room and the hallway outside of the Council Chambers.  Clerk Bond 
stated that four additional outlets were placed in the weight room to eliminate 
the need for all of the extension cords.  Clerk Bond reported that the emergency 
lights in the gym would be replaced during the installation of the outlets for the 
security cameras. 

10. Clerk Bond reported that the auditors would be on site next week. 
11. Mayor Demarais called on Sheriff Jerry Lytle.  Sheriff Lytle went over the year-end 

law enforcement statistics with Council.  Sheriff Lytle reported that he was still two 
officers short from being fully staffed but he hopes to have the officers out of the 
office and patrolling more.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

1. None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Mayor Demarais presented Council with two committee appointments for 2019.   
1 Year Appointments:   

PhillCo Board 

    Bonnie Wiederrick                                                                                                 
  Planning Board/Board of Adjustments 
    Dale Enerson 

Councilperson Sintler moved to approve both of the appointments, 2nd by 
Councilperson Rummel. Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilperson Sintler Aye, Rummel Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Hicks Aye.  Motion 
Carried.   

2. Mayor Demarais called on Clerk Bond to present the Malta Trails Maintenance 
Agreement for proposed Riverview Park Trail.  Clerk Bond reported that she has 



 

 

been working with City Attorney Dan O’Brien but the agreement was not done.  
Clerk Bond asked Council if they would agree to have Mayor Demarais sign the 
agreement once it was completed because Laura Pankratz wanted to submit 
the grant application by January 20, 2019.  Councilperson Rummel made a 
motion to have Mayor Demarais sign the agreement once it was completed, 
2nd by Councilperson Sintler.  Mayor Demarais called for a roll call vote.  
Councilperson Rummel Aye, Hicks Aye, Wiederrick Aye, Sintler Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

1. Mayor Demarais informed Council that the City would be advertising for a new 
city crew laborer.   

2. Councilperson Wiederrick stated that the City might have to amend the new 
Animal Ordinance so the person fighting the animal citation has to pay the court 
costs.  This was followed by discussion of the attorney fees the city paid during a 
past dog bite incident. 

3. Councilperson Wiederrick asked Mayor Demarais if the City would be installing 
parking barriers between the west side of City Hall and the parking lot.  
Councilperson Wiederrick stated that she worried about people running into the 
building.  Mayor Demarais stated that parking barriers would be installed. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Dog barking complaint 
2. Dog mistreatment complaint 
3. Letter to Malcolm Clouse 

 
With no other business, Councilperson Wiederrick moved to adjourn, 2nd by 
Councilperson Sintler.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:59pm.   
 
 

                _______________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
     ____________________________________      
     Clerk/Treasurer        


